100                           WITH NO  REGRETS

Such was the note I received whidh greatly
amused me because I could guess from it how irri-
tated Raja must have been when I wrote and asked
for details about himself.

When mother was slightly better, Jawahar
went to Bombay and met Raja. Jawahar saw
GandMji then and told him about my desire to
marry Raja. Gandhiji happened to know Raja's
family rather well and said he would like to meet
Raja whom he knew slightly. So Raja went to see
him and was not very happy at the cross-question-
ing Gandhiji subjected him to. In spite of it, Raja
did not back out or falter (I am sure not many a
brave man would have withstood it), and accepted
Jawahar's invitation to go to Lucknow and meet
mother and the rest of the family. He came after a
fortnight or so. Mother was still in hospital, very
weak and not out of danger. When she saw Raja
she took an instant liking to him and he for her.
After that mother wanted us to get married as soon
as possible. I did not want to have the wedding till
mother was well but she would not hear of any
delay. She felt she might not survive very long and
wanted to see me happily settled before anything
happened to her.

It was on the 20th October 1933 that Raja and
I got married at Anand Bhawan according to the
Civil Marriage rites. It was a simple ceremony and
was over in half an hour, a great contrast to
Swamp's wedding celebrations which lasted a week
or more. A few friends and relations of ours, as well
as Raja's brothers, sister and uncle, Kasturbhai
Lalbhai were present. Mother was still bed-ridden
and in Ahmedabad Raja's mother was lying very ill
too. Hence we had decided to have a very quiet
wedding.

As Bapu (Gandhiji) was unable to come to
Allahabad he had suggested that I should get mar-